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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST— NEW VERSION 


A recent clipping from the Great Falls, Montana, 
Tribune starts as fellows: "It is essential that 
the matter of converting Margaret and Whittier Parks 
adjacent to the Civic Center on the south and north, 
into automobile parking areas be submitted to the 
voters at the next city general election in April." 
I do not know what Margaret and Whittier Parks look 
like, nor was I able to tell from the story to what 
extent the parks would be retained. There is some- 
thing in the story to the effect that when the con- 
version takes place, it should be accomplished in 
keeping with good landscaping practice, with trees, 
flowers and shrubbery to 2 large degree retained. 
"What shrubbery that would have to be removed to 
accomplish this conversion! could be replaced by a 
like amount in newly created city parks in residen- 
tial areas not yet developed." 

This isn't a new story. It has happened be- 
fore and there will undoubtedly be many similar at- 
tempts in the future. We have at least two out- 
standing examples of parking lots under downtown 
parks, with a third under construction and others 
in the talking stage. In view of the cost of build- 
ing underground structures, it is my hunch that 
the demand in the future will, to an ever increas- 
ing extent, be for straight conversion, namely the 
taking over of central parks for non-park purposes 
such as parking, loading areas, etc., (and this, I 
think, is a serious mistake). 

The downtown areas of our cities are becoming 
very unattractive places in which to shop and work. 
The fact that they are all beginning to look the 
same doesn't matter to a resident who doesn't trav- 
el. The fact that you see the same chain stores 
in the central areas of a large number of American 
cities is important only to the visitor who finds 
the sameness depressing. 

In the interest of providing more off-street 
parking space and more moving space for vehicles 
we have been willing to sacrifice every element of 
beauty. The trees and shrubs that are now to be 
found every twenty feet or so apart on our down- 
town streets consist of metal poles fa feet high 
with a parking meter on top. We are now being urged 
to use these parking meters for public advertising 
Purposes. In order to effect a "freer movement of 





traffic" we decide that central parks around which 
traffic has traveled must be bi-sected. Fortunately 
for some cities, the deed of grant for the park 
has made this impossible. I say it is fortunate 
because I think many cities and many of the down- 
town merchants know not what they do. 

They believe that beauty is unimportant. They 
believe that it has no value. They are wondering 
why shoppers have given up coming downtown and are, 
to an increasing extent, utilizing outlying shop- 
ping centers. They don't realize that the outlying 
shopping centers are in at least some instances 
doing their very best to become attractive. They 
don't understand why it is that Rockefeller Center 
goes to great expense in an attempt to grow trees 
adjacent to Radio City on Fifth Avenue, or why sim- 
ilar attempt is made on a section of State Street 
in Chicago, or why so much money is spent making 
the plaza in Rockefeller Center a place of beauty. 

In this writer's opinion, the destruction of 
trees and the destruction of beauty in general, the 
catering to the automobile, irrespective of the 
price paid, is one of the important factors making 
downtown shopping centers less attractive. 

We are constantly told that people will not 
walk more than a block or two from where they park. 
If they park three or four blocks from the central 
shopping area, what do they have to walk through? 
Fréquently, some of the most unattractive sections 
of a community. I have said before that if the 
four-block walk was made attractive in arcades con- 
sisting almost entirely of attractive window dis- 
plays, I am sure that the parking-walking popula- 
tion which is unwilling to walk four blocks would 
be glad to do so. It isn't the distance which is 
the only factor - it is the desolatia, the plain 
unattractiveness of the walk which is the mjor 
factor. 

In some areas we have became so practical that 
we have already cut off our business noses and are 
busily engaged in cutting off our business hands 
and legs. It's time to wake up to the fact that 


beauty, and particularly central parks, which are 
the only things left to eliminate the drabness in 
many of our central cities, have a real économic 
value. 


(WEB) 
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DETROIT METROPOLITAN AREA 


129 Towns Approve 
Alliance for Future 


By RUSSELL HARRIS 


The Detroit Metropolitan area’s 
unique conference on planning 
its future as a single family in- 
stead of a group of jealous com- 
munities entered what was to 
have been its last day today, but 
the more than 200 City and subur- 
ban officials attending agreed not 
only to continue their meetings 
but to establish formal develop- 
ment -groups. 

Experts told the officials Thurs- 
day that no city in the nation has 
attempted what their 129 units 
of local government are propos- 
ing—a solution to the growing 
pains of a metropolis through 
honest co-operation. 


FORM STUDY GROUPS 

Delegates separated into speci- 
fic topic study groups, expecting 
to argue about conflicting inter- 
ests ranging from axes to rubbish 
collections. Instead of argument 
they found agreement. 

Mayor Cobo, Councilman Louis 
C. Miriani and Councilman Ed- 
ward Connor ended the suburbs’ 
doubts of the parent city’s mo- 
tives. They assured the smaller 
communities that Detroit does 
not want to dictate policies, only 
to work with the towns in find- 
ing answers to the waste and 
decay they said is threatening 
the life of every American me- 
tropolis. ; 

And Detroit officials conspicu- 
ously withdrew from most con- 
ferences as delegates learned by 
themselves that their problems 
are common to each other and 
to the City. 

DANGER OF RUIN 

The delegates were told by 
such persons as Dr. Thomas H. 
Reed, prominent municipal gov- 
ernment consultant, that the 
rush of people from their parent 
“core” city to suburban communi- 
ties means not only financial ruin 
to the parent but to the “chil- 
dren,” unless they agree to merge 
their interests in the family good. 

No city, Reed and T. Ledyard 
Blakeman, executive director of 

trost News — 2/27/53 


"Tomorrow's Chicago,” 


the Regional Planning Commis. 
sion, told the delegates, has ap- 
proached the problem with the 
spirit of the Detroit area group. 
Delegates included mayors and 
Officials of most Wayne, Oakland 
and Macomb county communi- 
ties. 

There were, of course, many 
differences. 


AID WAS REFUSED 

Mayor William E. Kreger, of 
Wyandotte, recalled that no 
neighboring community joined 
his protest against industrial pol- 


lution of the Detroit River which 
forced the suburb to build a 


$300,000 extension of its water 
intake system. 

But the differences only helped 
prove the need for co-operation 
and officials of neighboring com- 
munities, which buy their water 
from Detroit, told Kreger they 
had never before realizec the 
seriousness of his complaint. 

There was no talk of the 
“super-government” which small- 
er communities fear. There was 
talk of possible joint efforts 
through co-operative agencies to 
meet the problems which individ- 
ual communities have shoved 
aside because the problems were 
big and the communities are 

ttle. 


EYE JOINT TAXATION 

Today’s program included dis- 
cussions even of possible joint 
taxation and — bond issues, 
explosive subjects usually ig- 
nored by neighboring commu- 
nities. 


Group chairmen were to end 
the conference with their reports 
late today and the delegates were 
to vote on continued meetings 
but there was no doubt of their 
mood. They spoke of forming 
formal study groups even before 
the Thursday sessions ended and 
they cheered Blakeman’s state- 
ment that: 

“I.say we can do this job and 
we will do it. Together we can 
show the other great cities not 
only how to produce but, more 
important, how to live.” 


RELOCATION CENTER IN CINCINNATI 


The City of Cincinnati has set up a fan- 
ily relocation center to handle the relocation 
of families to be displaced by urban redevel- 
opment and by public improvement projects such 
as new buildings, expressways, etc., as well 
as by the Housing Law Enforcement Progran, 
It is estimated that a total of six to eight 
thousand families will be displaced by these 
programs in the next ten years. Mr. Ben Groves 
has been appointed Supervisor o Relocation 
in charge of the center. 


COLUMBIA TRAVELLING FELLOWSHIPS 

Columbia University's School of Ar- 
chitecture has received an inheritance which 
will make available each year about seven 
fellowships with stipends varying from $2,500 
to $5,000. These grants, known as the Wil- 
liam Kinne Fellows Memorial Fellowships, 
will be made to outstanding graduating stu- 
dents in the School of Architecture. Stu- 
dents graduating with the M.S. degree in 
planning and housing are eligible. Recip- 
ients must spend at least the greater part 
of one year in travel and study under the 
direction of the Faculty of the School. 


GRIN AND BEAR IT by Lickty 

















NEW PLANNING TEXT IN CHICAGO’S SCHOOLS 


reviewed in the March 


Newsletter, has been approved by the school board 
for use as a kth year civics text in Chicago high 


schools, 
26 


Other schools in the area will also use 


it. Under the sponsorship of the Chicago Metropoli- 
tan Housing and Planning Council, several radio and 
TV discussions have been held on the book, and sev- 
eral book stares have featured it in window displays. 
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NEW COMMUNITY AT 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO 


Lincoln Village, an 
1100 acre new community be- 
ing developed west of Colum- 
bus, will contain single 
homes; apartments; a central 
civic area containing space 
for a school, park, chur- 
ches, fire house and libra- 
ry; a business district with 
a regional shopping center 
of 60 acres; a motel; office 
buildings; and a major in- 
dustrial district. The com- 
munity is being built by 
the Peoples' Development 
Company, a Farm Bureau In- 
surance Company subsidiary. 
The final design for the 
project was the result of 
collaboration among several 
private and public agencies. 





The accompanying diagram 
shows the general land use 
and street plan for the first half of the area to 
be developed, which is some 572 acres in size. 
Major roads, shown in heavy white lines, connect 
this area with subdivisions in the southeast and 
west which contain apartment areas of approxi- 
mately 15 acres, and 1004 single lots. Buffer 
strips separate residences from commercial areas 
and railroad lines. A diamond type intersection 
and grade elimination connect U.S. Route 40 and 
the community road system. Large, newly zoned 
industrial areas will lie to the east and south of 
the area shown on the diagram. Additional commer- 
cial and residential areas will be developed later 


to the south. 


The Franklin County Regional Planning Conmmis- 
sion fought hard and successfully for the following 
points: 

1. Reduction of intersections 

2. Space for public buildings 

3. Adequate playground and park areas arowmd 

the central school--27 acres 

4. A clear-cut thoroughfare plan 

5. A design which will diminish future rezon- 

ing difficulties 
Franklin County Regional Planning Commission, Colum 
bus, Ohio 


¢ 





The problem of "dead land" still plagues 
many cities in the United States. Planners learned 
some years ago that requiring the installation 
of streets, sidewalks, sewers, water mains and 
other public utilities prior to the acceptance 
of the subdivision for recording was the simplest 
and most direct method to prevent premature sub- 
divisions. Installation of improvements prior 
to approval works well with small subdivisions, 
but for large subdivisions the developer is re- 
quired to have his investment tied up for an wm- 
reasonably long time before he can sell lots. 
As a result, the device of a performance bond 
guaranteeing the installation of the utilities 
has been written into the modern subdivision 
regulations, However, the performance bond has 
not had clear sailing in many sections of the 
United States. 

The March Information Report of PLANNING 
ADVISORY SERVICE (No. 48) is entitled Performance 
Bonds for the Installation of Subdivision Im- 
provements. The report contains the results of 








PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


_ tried. 


@ questionnaire survey made in a number of cities 
and counties where performance bonds have been 
It summarizes the answers and gives a 
careful analysis of the reported dissatisfaction 
with bonds, analyzing the strength and weaknesses 
of this device. 





PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE INDEX 


A complete index of the PLANNING ADVISORY 
SERVICE Monthly Information Reports and spec- 
ial publications issued to subscribers since 
the service was inaugurated in April 1949, has 
been sent to all subscribers to the service. 
The index includes a numerical listing of 47 
monthly Information Reports, and an alpha- 
betical listing of 30 additional special pub- 
lications which have been distributed to sub- 
scribers. A third part of the Index is a sub- 
ject index to the Information Reports and spéc- 
ial publications. 
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REAL ESTATE LEVY 


Tax Against Camp Residents 
Problem Is Called Acute 
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real estate taxes against residents 
of trailer camps was proposed by 
a state official yesterday at the 
opening of a three-day conference 
of township officers at the Statler 

The conference, which has at< 
tracted more than 5,000 local gov- 
erning officers from throughout 
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: could levy » 
oh the trailer park owners, 
who could be expected to’pass this 
on to the residents of the trailers, 
Mr. Chamberlain said. The income 
from these assessments then could 
be divided between the local school 
— and the town govern- 
New York Times - 2/5/53 
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NEW LEGISLATION 


Arkansas: Arkansas Resources and 
Development Commission. The 1953 
legislature has put into effect re- 
organization plans for the Arkansas 
Resources and Development Commission. 
Under the new plan the division of 
forestry and parks and the publicity 
division have been taken out of the 
Resources and Development Cammission 
and set up as separate organizatians, 
each with its own commission. Four 
divisions remain in the Resources De- 
velopment Commission: administrative, 
industrial, geology, and flood con- 
trol. By separate bill, the legiala- 
ture reduced the number of commis- 
sioners on the Resources and Develop- 
ment Commission from 15 to 7. 


Connecticut: Municipal Industrial 
Commissions. A bill has been pro- 
posed (Senate Bill No. 765) which 
would permit municipalities to (a) 
establish mmicipal industrial con- 
missions with powers to acquire prop- 
erty, erect, sell or lease struc- 
tures; (b) defer manufacturing en- 
terprises from local real property 
taxes for a period not to exceed five 
years; (c) to join with other mmici- 
palities to organize regional indus- 
trial development councils; and pro- 
vides (d) that industrial commis- 
sions shall cooperate with the state 
department of education for the pro- 
visim of educational services with- 
in the municipality. Bonds issued 
by the commission are payable solely 
as mortgage or revenue bonds and are 
not a liability of the mmicipality 
served by the commission. The com- 
mission is required to prepare an 
industrial development plan for the 
community subject to the .approval 
of the city plan commission before 
it is authorized to proceed with any 
acquisition -or development of indus- 
trial property. 

The "Connecticut Development 
Credit Corporatian” would be created 
by another proposed bill (House Bill 
No. 312). The purpose of the cor- 
poration is to encourage industrial, 
agricultural and recreational de- 
velopment of the state. The men- 
bers of the corporation are to con- 
sist of state bank and trust com- 
panies, insurance and surety com- 
panies within the state. Such com- 
panies are authorized to lend money 
to the credit corporation up to 
specified limits, amounting in gen- 
eral to 2 per cent of the member 
company's capital and surplus. The 


Credit Corporation in turn is auth- 
orized to lend the funds to private 
individuals and corporations to fur- 
ther the purposes of the act. 


Indiana: Master Plan Defined. The 
legislature has adopted House Bill 376 
which amends Sec. 3, Ch. 174 of the 
Acts of 1947 as follows and defines 
the term "master plan": "Mester Plan” 
means a camplete master plan or any of 
its parts, such as a master plan of 
land use and zoning; of thorough- 
fares; of sanitation; of recreation 
and other related matters, includ- 
ing such ordinance or ordinances as 
may be deemed necessary to implement 
such complete master plan or parts 
thereof by legislative approval and 
provision for such regulatians as 
are deemed necessary and their en- 
forcement. 


North Dakota: Township Zoning. 
House Bili 462 has been adopted 
which empowers townships to estab- 
lish zoning districts. The board 
of township supervisers is author- 
ized by resolution to appoint a 
township zoning commission to rec- 
ommend the boundaries of the various 
township zoning districts. 


Massachusetts: Department of Con- 
merce. Carrying a strong endorse- 
ment by Governor Christian Herter, 
a bill has been introduced into the 
Massachusetts legislature establish- 
ing a department of commerce. The 
proposed legislation abolishes both 
the state planning board and the in- 
dustrial development commission and 
transfers their duties and person- 
nel to the proposed new department. 

Three divisions are set up in 
the new department, one each for 
research, planning and development. 
To the division of planning is as- 
signed the duty of preparing and 
revising a mater plan, reviewing 
department proposals to determine 
their compliance with the master 
plan, and preparing and executing 


@ long-range capital budget of state 
public works. 


Oklahoma: Joint Planning Commis- 
sim. A proposed bill would permit 
a city-county cooperative planning 
commission in counties having a city 
between 180,000 and 240,000 popula- 
tion (Tulea). The new organization 
would be known as the "Metropolitan 
Area Planning Commission." 
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PERSONALS 


Dr. William C. Cope has been nominated by Gover- 
nor Driscoll of New Jersey, to serve as director of 
the Divisio of Planning and Development in the State 
Department of Conservation and Economic Development. 
He succeeds the late William T. Vanderlipp. 


Philip Hanmer, who has been serving as director 
of the Metropolitan Planning Commission for the 
Atlanta area since 1950, has been appointed admini- 
strative officer of the Committee of the South of 
the National Planning Association, in the newly es- 
tablished Atlanta office. 


Einar H. Hendrickson, formerly with the Plan- 
ning Commission in Washtenaw County, Michigan, has 
been named city planner in the city of Vancouver, 
Washington. 


Professor W. G. Holford of London University 
was knighted by Queen Elizabeth in the New Year 
Honours. 


Samuel Joroff, in addition to his duties as 
supervisor of the Land Use end Housing Section, has 
been appointed assistant director of the Division 
of Planning, New York City Department of City Plan- 
ning. 


Lawrence Levine, formerly with the Cook County, 
Illinois, Housing Authority, has been appointed 
senior city planner with the City Planning Comnis- 
sion of Rochester, New York. 


Raymond V. Long, commissioner of the Division 
of Planning and Economic Development, Department 
of Conservation and Development, Commonwealth of 
Virginia, has been named acting director of the 
Department of Conservation and Development as of 
March 16th. 


John G. Marr, who has been serving as planning 
director of the city of Oakland, has been named 
assistant under-secretary of the United States De- 
partment of the Interiar. 


Charles Montemayor, formerly research assis- 
tant at the University of Wisconsin, has been ap- 
pointed assistant city planner for the city of Green 
Bay, Wisconsin. 


Peter H. Nash, former senior planner for the 
Boston Housing Authority, has accepted the position 
of director of planning for the city of Medford, 
Massachusetts. 


OHIO PLANNING CONFERENCE ELECTS 


Charles Stamm, Assistant to the City Manager 
of Cincinnati, was re-elected President of the Ohio 
Plaming Conference at ite recent meeting in Colun- 
bus. Vice Presidents include George Wallace of 
Cleveland, Kline Roberts of Columbus and Robert 
Foeller of Toledo. Lawrence Irvin of Columbus 
Was elected Secretary-Treasurer. 








Park Wineland, senior member 
of the Dayton City Plan Board, 
begins his 26th year of ser- 
vice on the board. He has al- 
80 served more than 20 years 
on the city's Zoning Board of 
Appeals. 





Bernard E. Nowack, assistant director, has been 
named acting director of the Iowa Development Conm- 
mission. 


Sir George Pepler will receive the Town Plan- 
ning Institute's first Gold Medal for outstanding 
achievement in the field of town and country plan- 
ning at a special meeting to be convened in June 
of this year. 


Rafael Pico, chairman of the Puerto Rico Plan- 
ning Board, has just returned from a three-week trip 
to Venezuela and Colombia. In Caracas he attended, 
as a member of the U.S. delegation, the Third Extra- 
ordinary Session of the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council. He served as chairman of the Sub- 
Commission on Housing 


Rodney Q. Selby, director of the Iowa Develop- 
ment Commission has resigned to accept the position 
as head of the new Industrial Development Department 
established by the First National Bank of St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 


Henry Sucher, formerly on the Redevelopment 
staff of the Boston Housing Authority, has been 
named city planner in Nashua, New Hampshire, to take 
charge of both planning and redevelopment programs. 


William L. Watts, formerly chief officer of 
recruitment for the United States Department of 
State, Washington, D. C., has been appointed di- 
rector of the Louisville and Jefferson County Plan- 
ning and Zoning Commission. 


Seward Weber has been retained as assistant 
director of the Department of Planning in the city 
of Greensboro, North Carolina. Mr. Weber took his 
Planning degree at the University of North Carolina. 


Richard H. Young has been appointed planning 
and engineering assistant for the town of Windsor, 
Connecticut. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA M.A. IN PLANNING 


The University of British Columbia in Vancouv- 
er is now offering a Master's degree in community 
and regional planning. A graduate planning program 
has been in effect at the University for three 
years. Research opportunities are offered, and 
a number of fellowships, scholarships and bursa- 
ries are available. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Baltimore, Maryland: Maryland State Planning 
Commission. Site Planner. Salary $5,676-$6,450. 
Qualifications: master's degree in landscape ar- 
chitecture plus five years of recent progress- 
ively responsible professimal experience in one 
or @ combination of the following fields - site 
planner a landscape architect or consulting land- 
scape architect in a federal, mmicipal or state 
agency or planning board, architectural firm, or 
private institutim, or professor of landscape ar- 
chitecture; or bachelar's degree in landscape ar- 
chitecture plus ten years' experience, at least 
five in any of the above listed fields. Obtain 
application blanks from State Employment Commis- 
sion, 31 Light Street, Baltimore 2, Maryland. 


New City, New York. Rockland County Planning 
Board. Assistant Plamer. Salary $4,200-$4,500. 
Qualifications: planning degree or equivalent ex- 
perience with particular skill in site and subdi- 
vision planning. To assist in preparation of can- 
prehensive plan and furnish technical advice to 
town planning boards on zoning and subdivision 
control problems. Write Richard May, Jr., Plan- 
ning Directar, Rockland County Planning Board, Fa- 
jen Building, New City, Rockland County, New York. 


Utah. City Planning Commissio. Sen- 
ior Planner. Salary $3,800-$4,500. Qualifica- 
tims: degree in planning, architecture, or land- 
scape architecture plus one year of experience in 
& plaming agency. Advanced degree may be substi- 
tuted for experience. Write to Owen W. Burnhan, 
Planning Director, Ogden City Planning Commis- 
sion, City and County Building, Ogden, Utah. 


San Bernardino, California: San Bernardino 
Redevelopment Agency. Executive Directar-R 7 
opment Planner. Starting salary $7 ,500. Quali- 
fications: education and experience in urban rede- 
velopment, city planning, architecture, engineer- 
ing or related fields, with some executive and 
administrative ability. Responsible for adminis- 
tration of urban redevelopment program. Write 
James F. McDill, Secretary, San Bernardino Rede- 
velopment Agency, Room 5, 480 Fifth Street, San 
Bernardino, California. 








Wichita, Kansas: Associate Planner. $5,280 
plus increment raises. Qualifications: master's 
degree in planning, plus experience. Desirable, 
but not required, undergraduate degree in civil 
engineering, architecture or landscape architec- 
ture. Experience may be substituted for graduate 
degree. 

Assistant Planner. $4,332 plus increment 
raises. Qualifications: degree in planning, civil 
engineering, architecture or landscape architec- 
ture. Experience my be substituted for degree 
with knowledge of planning technique. 

Apply to J. Thoms Via, Planning Director, 
City Building, Wichita, Kansas. 





ZONING DIGEST 


For the third straight month the ZONING 
DIGEST runs to twenty pages instead of the uswl 
sixteen because of the large number of zming 
decisions being handed down by state appellate 
courts. The April issue reports a case in which 
the court held that a zoning board of appeals 
does not have the status of a court but is, 
rather, an administrative body; that testimony 
in a zoning hearing is not privileged and may 
be libelous. In another case defendants con- 
tended that the city is not empowered to pro- 
hibit an owner from using & vacant lot owned 
by him in a residential district as a means of 
access to a business structure (garage) con- 
structed on his adjoining lot. The court held 
that the movement of vehicles across the land 
to the garage was part of the business of gar- 
aging vehicles, that the use is non-residential 
in character and could be prohibited. 

Among the other cases reported in the April 
issue, there are decisions holding that one who 
purchases property with full knowledge as to 
existing zoning restrictions is thereafter pre- 
cluded from questioning the validity thereof; 
that a board of zoning appeals or any of its 
members does not have a right to appeal fram 
the judgment of a court; that the control of 
liquor sales through zoning is legal; and that 
personal notice of a proposed zoning amendment 
to an affected property owner is not necessary. 
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SASPDA MANUALS 


The Southern Association of State Planning and 
Development Agencies has available a limited nun- 
ber of the following three guides at $1.00 each: 
A Guide to Zoning; A Guide for Boards of Zoning 
Adjustment; and A Guide to Street Naming and Pro- 
perty Numbering. Copies may be obtained by writing 
to SASPDA Secretary Frank S. Walshe, Jr., Chief, 
Planning and Development Division, Department of 
Public Works, Capitol Building, Baton Rouge, Loui- 
siana. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 





Urban Redevelopment: Blighted Vacant Land May Be 








A Part. 

People exrel John Gutknecht, State's Attorney, 
Appellant, v. The City of Chicago et al., Appellees, 
Supreme Court of Illinois, January 1953, unreported. 

In the Newsletter for January 1953 we reported 
that the Supreme Court of the State of Illinois had 
held unconstitutional the Blighted Vacant Land Amend- 
ment to the Urban Redevelopment Law (Vol. 19, p.7). 
On a petition for rehearing, the Supreme Court of 
Illinois has completely reversed itself and has af- 
firmed the decision of the Circuit Court of Cook 
County, which found the Amendment constitutional. 
(The Chief Justice dissented.) The Blighted Areas 
Redevelopment Act of 1947 provided for the clearance 
of slums and blighted areas. The 1949 Amendment 
declared that there existed in many communities of 
the state areas of predominantly open land which 
are unmarketable for housing or other economic pur- 
poses because of obsolete platting, diversity of 
omership, deterioration of structures or site in- 
provements, or taxes and special assessment delin- 
quencies, usually exceeding the fair value of the 
land. The amendment authorized the utilization of 
bonds previously voted for slum clearance for the 
acquisition of vacant land. In the quo warranto 
proceeding the state's attorney objected to the 
amendment on the ground that the title included 
more than one subject. The court held that there 
was no objection to the broadening of the range of 
an existing statute because the matters included 
in the act have a natural or logical connection 
and do deal with a single subject. The court said, 
"In our opinion, the interrelationships between slum 
clearance, the revitalization of "dead" areas like 
that here involved, and the construction of addi- 
tional housing which have thus been recognized by 
Congress, the General Assembly and this court, amply 
justify the legislature in regarding the matters 
involved in the present statute as germane to a 
single subject--the elimination of slums." 

The court held that the acquisition of property 
of this kind was for a public use or a public purpose 
Bince the taking tends to alleviate a housing short- 
age as an essential aid and adjunct to slum clearance, 
removes hazards to health, safety, welfare and morals 
of the commmity by developing the area and eliminates 
factors impairing and arresting sound community 
growth. 

The decision is doubly important because it 
is the first one authorizing the acquisition of 
blighted vacant land for redevelopment purposes. 


Urban Redevelopment Held Constitutional in Qhio. 
The Supreme Court of Ohio has upheld the vali- 
dity of the urban redevelopment law. 





Urban Redevelopment Held Unconstitutional in Georgia. 
The Supreme Court of Georgia has held the urban 


redevelopment law unconstitutional. Further infor- 
mtion will be given when we receive a copy of the 
inion. 


Soil Removal May Be Controlled. 

Fred et al. v. Mayor & Council of Borough of 
Old Tappan, Supreme Court of New Jersey, November, 
17, 1952, 92 A. 2d 473. This is the latest version 
of the case summarized in 4 ZD 81. This suit. was 
brought to test an ordinance of the Borough of Old 
Tappan regulating removal of soil from lands within 
its confines. The lower division of the court up- 
held the validity of the ordinance. 

The supreme court found two questions: 1, does 
& municipality have authority to enact an ordinance 
regulating soil removal; and 2, does the ordinance 
under attack come within the limits of that author- 
ity. 

Answering the first question affirmatively, the 
court said, "In the defendant borough the removal 
of soil has for years constituted a serious problem. 
At least four property owners have stripped their 
lands and sold the soil leaving pits of considerable 
depth. Land thus denuded and deformed casts a blight 
on all the surrounding area: water collects and af- 
fords breeding places for mosquitoes, drainage and 
erosion problems arise, normal vegetation cannot 
grow but noxious weeds thrive. In short, the land 
itself is not only rendered useless for all normal 
uses, but the value of other lands in the vicinity 
is substantially reduced and the residents of the 
area generally are subjected to unhealthy, annoying 
and unsightly conditions." 

Reviewing the powers of municipalities in the 
state of New Jersey under the new constitution, the 
supreme court said any municipality, in addition to 
any powers more specifically granted, has authority 
to take any necessary and proper action for the good 
government, order and protection of persons and 
property, the preservation of the public health, 
safety and general welfare of the municipality and 
its inhabitants, subject only to the limitation that 
such actim not be prohibited by or inconsistent with 
the Constitution or the other statutes. 

The second question was answered affirmatively 
and the judgment of the lower court was upheld. 


Freeways: Illinois Freeway Act Held Constitutional. 

Department of Public Works and Buildings v. 
Lanter et al., Supreme Court of Illinois, January 22, 
1953, 110 4.E. 2d 179. This was an attack upon the 
constitutimality of the Freeways Act (Ill. Rev. Sta- 
tutes (1951) Ch. 121, Paras. 334-343). The statute 
defines freeway as "a public highway or street es- 
pecially designed for through traffic and to, from 
or over which owners of or persons having interest 
in abutting property or other persas having no right 
or easement, or only limited right or easement, of 
access, crossing, light, air or view by reason of the 
fact that said property abuts upon such highway or 
street, or for any other reason." It authorizes the 
department to designate and establish freeways and to 
acquire or extinguish access rights through eminent 
domain. It was charged that this was an unlawful 
delegation of power from the legislature. The court 
held the act to be constitutional. 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 
of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 
distribution. 


Planning Literature 


THE FUTURE OF CITIES AND URBAN REDEVELOPMENT. 764pp. 
tables, charts. $9.00; and URBAN REDEVELOPMENT: 
PROBLEMS AND PRACTICES. 525pp.tables. $7.50. Ed- 
ited by Coleman Woodbury. The University of Chicago 
Press, Chicago 37, Illinois. 1953. (Here is a mon- 
umental work in which will be found the best avail- 
able information on a subject of increasing concern 
to people in municipal government. The study was 
made possible by a grant of $100,000 from the Spel- 
man Fund of New York. The first volume consists of 
a series of essays by Catherine Bauer, G. Holmes 
Perkins, Henry S. Churchill, Robert C. Weinberg, Ar- 
thur B. Gallion, Vernon De Mars. These are the 
"think pieces." Here is where we find the look 
ahead. Other major sections in the first volume 
are "Industrial Location and Urban Redevelopment"; 
"Urban Redevelopment and the Urbanite”; "Local Gov- 
ernment Organization in Metropolitan Areas: Its Re- 
lation to Urban Redevelopment"; and "The Background 
and Prospeets of Urban Redevelopment in the United 
States." The second volume has as its major parts, 
"Measuring the Quality of Housing in Planning for 
Urban Redevelopment"; "Urban Densities and Their 
Costs: An Exploration into the Economics of Popula- 
tion Densities and Urban Patterns"; "Private Coven- 
ants in Urban Redevelopment"; "Urban Redevelopment 
Short of Clearance: Rehabilitation, Reconditioning, 
Conservation and Code Enfarcement in Local Programs"; 
"Relocation of Families Displaced in Urban Redevel- 
opment: Experience in Chicago"; and "Eminent Domain 
in Acquiring Subdivision and Open Land in Redevelop- 
ment Programs: A Question of Public Use." A vast 
amount of work and study went into the preparation 
of these volumes. Here will be found material deal- 
ing with every phase of the problen. 

These books are essential working tools for 
every person concerned with what is happening to 
our cities and with what might be dome to cure their 
illnesses. 


SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS - A MODEL SET OF STANDARDS3 
FOR TENNESSEE COMMUNITIES. Tennessee State Planning 
Commission, 517 Commerce Street, Nashville 3, Ten- 
nessee; Charles E. Aguar, Director of Local Plan- 
ning. 1953. 24pp.illus.charts,sample forms. $1.00. 


A GUIDE FOR SUBDIVISION OF LAND. Washtenaw Coun- 
ty Planning Commission, 222 Detroit Street, Amn Arbor, 
Michigan; George D. Hurrell, Planning Directa. Re- 
vised 1953. 38pp.illus. $1.00, 


A SUMMARY OF RESIDENTIAL ZONING IN THE TOWNSHIPS OF 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 1952. 3pp.table,maps. THE MAP- 
PING PROGRAM IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 1952. 3pp.maps. 
A GUIDE TO STREET NAMING AND PROPERTY NUMBERING. 
1952. 8pp.illus. Montgomery County Planning Camis- 
sim, Montgomery County Court House, Norristown, Penn- 
sylvania; Leroy L. Little, Director. 


OGDEN CITY PARKING STUDY. State Road Commission 
and Ogden City Plaming Cammission, City-County Build- 
ing, Ogden, Utah; Owen Burnham, Planning Director. 
63pp.illus.maps,charts,tables. $1.00. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT - SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA RAPID 
TRANSIT COMMISSION. 1182 Market Street, San Fran- 
cisco, California; Marvin E. Lewis, Chairman. 5 
pp -maps ,charts. ( "The transportation requirements 
of the future cannot be handled by private vehicles 
aloe...Recent experience indicates that attempts 
aimed at solving the Area's transportation prob- 
lems by building more freeways has caused more and 
more transit riders to change to the automobile. 
During the past five years interurban transit pa- 
tronage has decreased by 24%, and there is no rea- 
son to believe that this trend will be reversed 
until transit service is made more attractive...., 
Planning for transportation during recent years mms 
been concerned with attaining limited objectives, 
and has not been based on the comprehensive needs 
of the entire area.") 


PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY CONCERNING MUNICIPAL SERVICES 
IN KALAMAZOO. Conducted by the Kalamazoo Social Sci- 
ence Research Group. W. E. Upjohn Institute for 
Commmity Research, 709 Westnedge Avenue, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. 1953. 18pp.mimeo.tables. (An interest- 
ing community in which most residents of the city 
are reasonably well satisfied with the present bus 
service, and in which 70% of those questioned be- 
lieve that traffic is reasonably well controlled. 
It is interesting also with respect to the number 
of new and additional public services which the peo- 
ple of the commmity would like to have.) 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE, South- 
ern Association of State Planning and Development 
Agencies, Memphis, Tennessee, October 14-16, 1952. 
Available from SASPDA Secretary, George W. Hubley, 
Jr., Executive Director, Kentucky Agricultural ani 
Industrial Development Board, Capitol Annex Build- 
ing, Frankfort, Kentucky. 77pp.map. (Contains a 
number of excellent papers showing that planning 
pays and what industry expects from a community.) 


CHICAGO INDUSTRIAL STUDY. Summary Report. Chicago 
Plan Commission, 10th Floor, City Hall, Chicago 2, 
Illinois. 1952. 58pp.illus.tables,charts,maps. 
(Describes the growth of industry in the city of 
Chicago; sets forth the problems particularly with 
respect to the néed for additional space; suggests 
& program of action based upon performance standards.) 


SOUTH SIDE CONSOLIDATED RAILROAD PASSENGER TERMINAL 
FOR CHICAGO. Chicago Plan Commission, City Hall, 
Chicago 2, Illinois; Charles A. Blessing, Directa@ 
of Planning. 1953. 39pp.illus.charts,maps. 


ZONING FOR TRUCK-LOADING FACILITIES. Bulletin 59, 
Highway Research Board, 2101 Constitution Avenue, 
Washington 25, D.C.; Fred Burggraf, Director. 1952. 
1Olpp.illus.tables,charts. $1.50. 





A Master Plan, The City of San Bernardino, 
was incorrectly listed in the February News- 











letter (p. 16) at $1.00. The price is $2.00. 
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